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(57) Abstract 

In a system for managing electronic documents, the attributes of relations between the documents are defined on the basis of the 
correlation between the contents of the documents, and an electronic file in which the attributes are described is managed together with the 
documents, guaranteeing the content matching between the documents. When a document is prepared, an attribute management file 
generating/editing fiinction section (115) generates an attribute management file in which the relation of citation of the contents of the 
document is described, and the file is stored in a database management system (103). When a document is revised, an attribute management 
file retrieving function section (1 16) retrieves the correspon d ing attribute management file, and a master-servant relation attribute detecting 
portion (11 7) and a document revision monitoring/displaying function section (1 18) analyzes the relations so that the progress of the 
document content revision, that is defined in advance, is monitored and the matching of the contents between the documents is guaranteed. 
Accordingly, guarantee of matching of the contents entailed by the revision of a document can be easily provided in a document system 
containing formatted documents and nonformatted documents, such as documents relating to the design, production, inspection, sale, etc, of 
industrial products, and standard documents stating them, where matching of the contents is of particular importance. The method is 
extremely effective to receive the certification of the production standards requiring strict management of documents, such as ISO9000 
established recently, and to apply the production standards. 
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